
MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE RURAL RETREAT TOWN 

COUNCIL HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBERS ON 

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 9, 2021 - 7:00 P.M. 

 

 

Mayor and Council Members Present: Timothy Litz, Mayor; Dale Yontz, Vice-Mayor; 

James Lloyd; James P. “Sean” Viars; Peggy Hash; 

Geary Jonas; Michael Duncan. 

     

Council Members Absent:       None                          

  

Administration Present:             Jason Childers, Town Manager 

Monica H. Patton, Clerk/Treasurer 

                           Derek Breedlove, Police Chief 

 

Administration Absent:   None      

 

Others Present: Marni Dutton, Amy McBride, Roger Hedrick  
 

Some Councilmembers were present virtually via Zoom. 

 

DETERMINATION OF A QUORUM 

 

Mayor Litz called the meeting to order and determined a quorum was present. 

 

INVOCATION  

 

The invocation was given by Councilmember Jonas. 

 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

 

The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Mayor Litz. 

 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

 

A motion was made by Councilmember Jonas and seconded by Councilmember Viars to approve 

the minutes of the January 26, 2021 meeting.  There being no discussion, the motion passed by a 

vote of five (5) for: Lloyd, Jonas, Viars, Yontz, Duncan; zero (0) against; one (1) abstain:  Hash. 

  

 

CITIZEN’S TIME 

 

Marni Dutton was present on behalf of the local Boy Scout pack #58.  The Boy Scouts would 

like to do a community outreach project.  Mrs. Dutton explained that the Scouts would like to 

hang ice-cream cones coated with peanut butter and bird seed around town.  Councilmember 

Hash asked how big the bird feeders are.  Mrs. Dutton stated that they are the size of a regular ice 

cream cone.  Mayor Litz asked how long the feeder would last in the winter months.  Mrs. 

Dutton stated that it depends on the weather, but most likely two to three weeks.  She added that 

the Scouts will replace them as needed.  Mayor Litz stated that he would like for the Scouts to 
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make sure everything is cleaned up after wintertime.  Mrs. Dutton stated that they will use yarn 

to hang the feeders up and the birds will take the yarn to build nests, so everything is used.  Mrs.  

Dutton added that the pack is very small, and the ages range from 5 to 11 years old.  

 

Roger Hedrick with the Rural Retreat Rescue Squad was present to give an update.  Mr. Hedrick 

reported that the County budgeted $63,000 for fiscal year 2021.    Mr. Hedrick stated that the 

Rescue Squad has spent $12,731 of the allotment to date.  Mr. Hedrick stated that they anticipate 

$4,000 to $8,000 in repairs to R10 soon.  The new ambulance needs new rear tires and should be 

on the road in 30 days.  He stated that they would like to sell R12 which has 180,000 miles.  He 

added that the rescue squad is in financial trouble right now and will need financial assistance 

soon.  Mayor Litz stated that Councilmember Duncan and Mr. Hedrick have put a lot of their 

time into the Rescue Squad and they are appreciated for their hard work.  Mr. Hedrick stated that 

currently the Rescue Squad has $34,000 in the bank.  The payroll is approximately $11,000 to 

$12,000 each month.  Mr. Hedrick stated that he does not want to use the Edward Jones funds at 

this time unless necessary.  Town Manager Childers stated that he would like to open up the 

Cares act funding for non-profit.  Mr. Hedrick stated that the Cares Act funds that were requested 

by Rescue Squad member Sally Earles were not items that were requested from the County.  All 

requests to the County were for items not on the list to the town.  Mr. Hedrick added that 

spending has been cut and nothing is purchased unless it is approved.   They are currently trying 

to interview for 3 new EMT’s to try to eliminate some of the overtime that is being paid to 

current employees.   Councilmember Duncan stated that in 2020 the Rescue Squad had 919 calls, 

and in 2019 they had 1,027 calls, so calls were down in 2020.  Mr. Hedrick stated that if the 

Rescue Squad is called to the interstate for a call, they can bill the automobile insurance 

company for the call.  Councilmember Viars stated that the Rescue Squad is being dispatched to 

the interstate and should be paid to take the call.  Town Manager Childers stated that he spoke 

with a State Farm insurance agent regarding billing the automobile insurance.  He stated the 

representative said that the bill can be paid using the automobile insurance policy number.  Mr. 

Hedrick stated that the mileage should be billed since the Rescue Squad incurs expenses when 

responding to an interstate call.  Mr. Hedrick stated that they hope to charge a flat fee for 

responding to an interstate call without transporting the patient.  Mr. Hedrick stated that the next 

squad meeting is Monday, February 15 at 6:30pm. 

 

 

CORRESPONDENCE  
 

Town Manager Childers stated that the Town received a certificate of recognition from the 

Census Bureau.  Town Manager Childers presented the certificate from the Census Bureau to 

Co-Chairperson Amy McBride and thanked her for her hard work and dedication to the 2020 

Census. 

 

Town Manager Childers stated that the Town would like to present the Rescue Squad a $100 

donation from the town in memory of Vance Hash.  Councilmember Hash thanked Council for 

the contribution in Mr. Hash’s memory. 

 

Vice-Mayor Yontz stated that he received an email from Jack Weaver about the water project 

between Wythe County and the Town.  Vice-Mayor Yontz stated that the Town is doing its part 

and we are being misrepresented by the County Administration to Mr. Weaver.  Councilmember 

Viars stated that the meeting with Scott Bortz, Aaron Sizemore, Mayor Litz, Councilmember 

Jonas and Town Manager Childers went well.  Councilmember Viars stated that the problem 
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with the project in the past was egos, personalities, and drama.  He added that he will not 

participate in such.  The committee will continue to meet and discuss the project and have a good 

and friendly discourse.    He stated that he has expressed his frustration with citizens and County 

administration.  Councilmember Viars stated that we can all get beyond egos and personalities 

and not let this come between the progress of the project for the citizens of Rural Retreat and 

Wythe County.  Vice-Mayor Yontz stated that the County is making it look like a failure of 

leadership on the Town’s part.  He added that the Town is doing everything in its power to try to 

do what is right for the citizens of Rural Retreat.  Mr. Weaver is going to the County meetings 

during the day, and they are telling him whatever he wants to hear to satisfy him.   The Town 

would love to see the project happen, but the Town cannot do it alone.  Councilmember Viars 

stated that it takes time for a project of this size to happen.  Town Manager Childers stated that 

Mr. Bortz stated the feasibility study should be finalized in a month or two.  Mayor Litz stated 

that the County has planned to spend $2.5 million to go from the corporate limits of the Town of 

Rural Retreat to the Smyth County line for 30,000 gallons of water per day.  It will take a long 

time to get a return on the investment.  Mayor Litz stated that Smyth County made no mention of 

participating in the project.  The town can fulfill providing water to Smyth County but cannot 

justify spending $2.5 million to get fifty-seven water customers.   

 
 

POLICE REPORT  

 

Chief Breedlove stated that in June of 2020 he answered a call on Greever Street for a theft in 

storage units.  He stated that last week he assisted on a search warrant and recovered most of the 

stolen property.  There were two felony warrants issued for the arrest of the person today.  

 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS    

 

DOWNTOWN REVITALIZATION – None 

 

 

NEW BUSINESS  

 

None 

 

COMMITTEE REPORTS 

 

Rural Retreat Vol Emergency service – The report was covered earlier in the meeting. 

 

FINANCE & APPROPRIATIONS – None 

 

PERSONNEL, ORDINANCES & LEGAL MATTERS – Town Manager Childers stated that he 

will call a committee meeting regarding a new tax proposal for the town. 

 

PUBLIC UTILITIES –The report was covered earlier in the meeting. 

 

HERITAGE DAYS –Vice-Mayor Yontz stated that a decision needs to be made for the festival.  

The Covid-19 cases are going down.  He asked Council to consider cancelling the event, and a 

vote can be taken at the next meeting. 
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TOWN MANAGER’S REPORT 

 

The Town Manager’s report is attached and is hereby made part of these minutes.  The following 

items were reported and discussed. 

 

- The Town did not do water cutoffs this month or add any late charges to the water bills 

because of a significant delay and unsent bills by the postal service.  We will resume 

these actions as normal next month. 

- Chief Breedlove and I had an EOC (Emergency Operations Center) meeting today.  

During this meeting it was reported that police activity in Rural Retreat is up 109% since 

2013.  I know a lot of this progress is due to the diligent work of Chief Breedlove, and I 

commend him for it. 

- The contract and $2,000 deposit were sent to N&S for the purchase of the section house 

property.  They are still reviewing the survey.  Hopefully, the town will close on this 

transaction very soon. 

- The Town met with Scott Bortz of Peed and Bortz Engineering and Aaron Sizemore of 

Smyth County to discuss the water extension from Route 11 to the Smyth County line.  

Many good issues were talked about and the discussion went well.  We are still waiting 

on the feasibility study to be completed.  Mr. Bortz said this should be completed in a 

month or two. 

- Monica and I met with Colin Maki with Textmygov through zoom today.  They offer a 

service where citizens can sign up for this service.  Basically, this allows people to get a 

text from the town regarding a plethora of issues.  Issues like water outages while leaks 

are being fixed, emergency situations, water bill payment reminders, and any other 

pertinent information.  The cost of this service is $1500 annually.  This rate has not gone 

up for 20 years and provide all services needed.  The numbers are not shared with any 

other third party. 

- The Town did receive a Notice of Violation from DEQ because of an oversite on our 

permit.  Several samples were not taken that should have been.  This was a change in our 

permit from the previous years, and the Town self-reported this issue.  I will have a 

meeting with DEQ concerning this Notice. 

Councilmember Viars asked Town Manager Childers if he contacted anyone to do the grading in 

the downtown area.  Town Manager Childers stated that Tommy Reedy will perform the work 

once it dries up. 

 

Councilmember Hash asked why a garbage container  

was sitting along Main Street in front of Jim Lloyds barber shop.  Town Manager Childers stated 

that he contacted Pam Heath with VDOT to address the situation.   

 

TREASURER’S REPORT 

The invoices for February 9, 2021 were read and approved. 
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ADJOURNMENT – There being no additional business to discuss, the meeting was adjourned 

upon a motion by Councilmember Jonas.   The motion was duly seconded and approved.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

                              

Mayor       Clerk 


